" 31st Council
» ‘ 10-13 June 2020

©
-

& onlne Draft

Title: Markus Drake
Tabled by: Vihreat - De Grona
Photo

Video

htt ps://yout ube. conl short s/ 8X] EFoPCyr k

Motivation Letter [PDF]

Page1/3


https://youtube.com/shorts/8XjEFoPCyrk

Motivation letter

for EGP Committee Member
Markus Drake (he/him)

Vihreat - De Grona - Finnish Greens

eaFrHeidm Mitae d&idslacross Europe,

Here we go again! | am, like last year, asking for your support for a position on the Committee of the
European Green Party, specifically the one vacated by Elina Pinto, at the nomination of the Finnish
Greens. | am a veteran Green activist from Finland, living and acting all over the European continent
for over three decades, in recent years with an interest and focus on security and preparedness.

| have had the pleasure of serving as a member of the board of my national party, as secretary
general of the Young European Greens, and the privilege of following the past four European
Parliament elections closely. | live in Brussels, having first moved there in 2007. | spend my time
observing politics, have worked in youth politics, in the development sector, and as a professional
campaigner. But my passion is for re-shaping European politics, strategic planning, and ideological
development. That is what | have done for the Finnish and Young European Greens, that is what |
would join doing for the EGP on the Committee.

Previously, we Greens have been the avenue where new social movements have brought new
questions and identities into the political realm. Right now, we must continue to carry that energy,
while accepting that the world has changed. The new challenges of living in geopolitical times means
not only adjusting our positions and re-directing our energies. It means collective work on accepting a
changed reality. It means grief and grieving for things that have been lost. | am convinced that unless
we Greens work intensely on what we have in common, meet up, encounter and listen to each other,
we will have a difficult road ahead of us. We may have a difficult road anyway, but at least we can
manage to walk it together. That is what | would drive in the EGP: more encounter, more listening,
more sharing.

| lived in a small village for a couple of years, and found a local community there, and strength in it. |
joined the volunteer firefighters, a pretty conservative bunch, and in them found allies for both
welcoming refugees and fighting forest fires. It is by the same tools we European Greens must face
our challenges. Through determination and solidarity, but also in our refusal to give up our ideals
against overwhelming odds. The threats we face are social, environmental, climatic and military. We
have answers to them, but also disagreements about tactics and strategy. That is all right! As long as
we know each other, and have learned to trust in that each of us is acting in good faith, we can stand
together even in our disagreements.

| want to develop the EGP as the space where that trust is built. Thank you for your time and hopefully
your support.

Markus Drake
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CV: Markus Drake

Brussels

Igarkus (%rake@mhreat fi

1379787
+%_|ffp9_rj@§%%g5mnne Miljopartiet de grona, Partia e Gjelbér / Party of the G

Albania, Partidul Verde, Eestimaa Rohelised, Partido Ecologista Os Verdes,

Die Grune Alternative, Green Party of England and Wales
Relevant positions:

Education:
[ )

Chair of the Europe Working Group, Finnish Green Party
Member of the Party Board, Finnish Green Party

Member of the Party Council, Finnish Green Party

Member of the Party Council, Finnish Green Party

Campaign tour Manager, Finnish Green Party

Secretary General, Federation of Young European Greens (FYEG)
Media and Communications Officer, CIDSE

Campaign Officer, Helsinki Green Party, Municipal elections
Secretary General, Federation of Young European Greens (FYEG)

Bachelor Pol.Sc. (Journalism), Helsinki University, Finland

Other Green experience:

Personal election campaign, Finnish Parliament

Member of the Executive Committee, FYEG

Personal election campaign, Finnish Parliament
Spokesperson, Green Youth and Student's League (ViNO)
Spokesperson, Helsinki region Green Youth

Other political experience:

Languages:

Member, EGP 2024 Election Manifesto Editorial Group

Chair, EGP Working Group on Migration

Squatting and social centres movements, The Netherlands and Finland
Globalisation movement, Europe and Latin America

excellent: English, Finnish, Swedish
fluent: German
basic: French, Dutch, Danish

reading comprehension: [talian, Spanish
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June 2019 -June 2024
June 2017 - June 2021
May 2013 - June 2017
June 2021 - June 2023
Feb - May 2017

Jan - June 2016

March 2013 - Dec 2014
Nov - Dec 2012

Sept 2010 - Aug 2011

2007

2015
2005-2007
2003
2001-2003
2001

2023-2024

2008
1999-2005
1999-2003
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